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Meet Betty Jones, President of the
Feiler Park Neighborhood Association

L1 §3 R
HHHH
-4 } 1 bl i

Rev. Dr. Betty Jones (front row, right) poses with local leaders in 2016, as they celebrate the completion of a
$2.4M mini-urban development plan. Below, pictures from the Feiler Park Neighborhood Association's 2025
Mildred A. Stewart Award Luncheon.




Feiler Park is a distinctive neighborhood named for the man who made it possible -
Edwin J. Feiler, Sr., his wife Aleen Feiler, and their son, Edwin J. Feiler Jr. The elder
Mr. Feiler began developing Feiler Park right after World War Il. The younger Mr.
Feiler took on the work after his Navy service. The Feilers’ company, Metro
Developers, not only created the homes but offered mortgages on them to Black
families with modest incomes. The Feilers developed and sold over 1,000 single
family homes.

The homes were offered at an affordable price because the buyer was allowed to
complete the finish work on the cinder block homes themselves. Originally, there
were septic tanks in Feiler Park but over time, the City of Savannah invested in
infrastructure upgrades, including paved streets.

“Feiler Park was not only affordable, but one of the first neighborhoods in Savannah
to prioritize homeownership for Black households with modest incomes,” says Anita
Smith-Dixon, Executive Director of CHSA. “The inspirational story of Feiler Park
deserves to be replicated in other parts of Chatham County.”

More recently, the Feiler Park Neighborhood Association (FPNA) spearheaded a
mini-urban development plan in 2004, and the City provided over $2.4M in
community improvements over the next decade. Rev. Dr. Betty Jones, President of
the FPNA, grew up in Feiler Park and still lives in the house where she was born. She
says, “| am grateful because | was able to grow up in a wonderful neighborhood. As a
child, we were free roaming—from Tatemville to Meding Street, people looked after
one another. And that is still true today.”

The FPNA has advocated for parks and green spaces continually. The playground on
Meding Street was a direct result of their advocacy, and they established a
Community Garden in 2015. This garden has been especially helpful in bringing
residents together. Dr. Jones says, “Our garden helps people supplement their
grocery costs, and teaches young people to garden at home.”

The FPNA also supports affordable housing, and refers residents to the City of
Savannah’s home repair program. They observed that their community garden lot
was large enough to accommodate new construction, and offered to move it around
the corner. CHSA Development is building three homes for buyers with modest
incomes in Feiler Park. Dr. Jones says, “There were a few fruit trees that we could
not move. But we are so happy to have more owner-occupied houses in Feiler Park.”

The FPNA holds community meetings to help both renters and owners to learn
about the opportunities available through the Housing Department as well as other
City services. They also hold fundraisers to provide more services in the
neighborhood, including youth classes. They meet on the second Tuesday of the
month at 6 pm in the Community Center at 601 West 57th Street. The next meeting
is January 13, 2026. For more information, contact Dr. Betty Jones at
bettyj2@bellsouth.net.

DID YOU KNOW?
How do Low Income Housing Tax Credits



Help Create Affordable Housing?

LIHIGlor o~
Regular People ¢

The Low-Income Housing Tax Credit is famously complex. We can't exactly make
it simple, but we've broken down the basics, especially those that residents of a
LIHTC property might want to know, as clearly as possible.

Low Income Housing Tax Credits is a federal program administered by each state.
Developers use the tax credits to raise equity to build or retain properties that will
be rented to households with low incomes. The investors receive a tax reduction
usually over a 10-year period. Shelterforce is an independent newsletter on
affordable housing. Their backgrounder on LIHTC is very helpful.

CHSA thanks Mayor Van R. Johnson Il and the Savannah City Council for
supporting three LIHTC applications this year, of which only 1700 Drayton was
awarded tax credits. The Sustainable Fellwood Phase 1 proposal to renovate 110
affordable apartments at 1401 Fellwood Drive was next in line in the scoring
process. An application for the Gateway Gardens, a proposal for 78 affordable
apartments off Wheaton Street, also fell short.

We also thank Chairman Chester A. Ellis and the Chatham County Board of
Commissioners for supporting one LIHTC application this year for Cave State
Development - Berwick Senior Il. This proposal was to develop 88 new senior
apartments at 5676 Ogeechee Road in the unincorporated Chatham County.
Unfortunately, this proposal was not awarded.

Savannah Affordable Housing Fund News
1700 Drayton Street Receives 9% LIHTC Investment!



With key support from the City of Savannah, the Pinyan/Procida Development
Group was awarded a highly competitive 9% Low-Income Housing Tax Credits from
the State of Georgia’s Department of Community Affairs (DCA), paving the way for
41 affordable apartments to be built on vacant land at 1700 Drayton Street.

The DCA's award of the tax credits for the estimated $20 million project was made
possible in large part by the promise of a $1,230,000 Savannah Affordable Housing
Fund (SAHF) development loan to be granted if DCA awarded the tax credits. The
project’s tax credit application received three valuable points due to the SAHF loan
pushing it into the final top four scores of the 20 applicants.

Savannah City Council authorized the Community Housing Services Agency (CHSA)
to make the SAHF loan during a regular meeting on April 10, 2025. The SAHF loan is

expected to leverage about $19 million in tax credit and other needed investment
for the project.

The project’s application was also aided by the Chatham Savannah Authority for the
Homeless (CSAH). With CSAH support, the developer secured 29 project-based
rental assistance vouchers to further ensure that rents are affordable in the new
development. CSAH will also help arrange resident services at the future site.

More Information

CHSA Development Completes Dundee Cottages
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Held October 16



Dundee Cottages is a 39-unit cottage (tiny home) community specifically designed
for families with children and individuals exiting homelessness. CHSA
Development served as the master developer for these affordable homes.

Located next to the Cove at Dundee tiny home community for veterans, the site
includes a caretaker cottage for maintenance and security and a 2500 square foot
Community Center. The new Community Center provides a computer lab,
laundromat, private counseling office, and a community meeting space with a full
commercial kitchen. In addition to the amenities provided, a city park with picnic
tables and swing set is next to the property.

The ribbon cutting was on Thursday, October 16 with remarks by Mayor Van R.
Johnson Il. CHSA congratulates all the partners: the City of Savannah, the Land
Bank Authority, the Savannah Affordable Housing Fund, CHSA Development, and
the Chatham Savannah Authority for the Homeless to celebrate new housing
solutions!

Giving Tuesday is December 2
YOUR Donation makes an Impact!



YOU can invest

~ CHSA
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You can help CHSA connect the dots and create more housing opportunities. Your
donations provide technical assistance to hundreds of people. Your donations
ensure that donated supplies from generous companies keep construction costs
low. Your donations help very low income senior citizens afford needed repairs so
they can remain in their homes. Want to leave a legacy in Savannah? When you

donate to CHSA, you create housing opportunities for households with modest
incomes.



Donate to CHSA!

Do you own stocks with significant gains?
Donating Stocks to CHSA Can Save You Money!

Give smart,
SHVE mong

Did your stock holdings increase in value? Need a tax solution for capital gains?

CHSA can help! When appreciated stock assets are donated to a non-profit (such as
CHSA), the capital gains tax is zero for the donor-- and you can deduct the current
value of the stock. The non-profit receives the proceeds that would have been paid
in taxes-- it's a win-win!

Visit our DonateStock page for more information - and a tax savings calculator for
your convenience. Join CHSA as an investor in housing opportunities!

Donate Stock to CHSA!



The Land Bank Authority has
properties for sale!

Visit the Chatham County/City of Savannah

Land Bank Authority website to get more
information. Call Alison Goldey at 912-652-

CHATHAM COLM HE CITY 3846 to start the process and receive
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LAND B ANI ( assistance for a successful project.
Find out More
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Housing Savannah Action
Plan Update Presentation to
City Council 11-13-2025

Martin Fretty (City of Savannah Housing
Services Director), Alison Goldey (Chatham
Savannah Land Bank Authority Director) and
Anita Smith-Dixon (CHSA Executive Director)
presented a workshop to the City Council of
Savannah on November 13. You can view the
presentation video, or see the slides. City Council

. . . Workshop
The City of Savannah and its housing partners November 13, 2025

(including CHSA) have invested over $42M
and leveraged over $171M to create 2,997
housing opportunities since 2022!

Read the slides here!

Help us share good news!

Please share our newsletter with friends and colleagues!
Each month, we bring you updates on the projects and partners who
contribute to affordable housing in Savannah!

NEWSLETTER SIGNUP

DONATE to CHSA
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